Aminat Adekola

One false binary that I would like to explore for my final paper is the misconception of the north vs south. The north has always been glorified as ‘better’ than the south. Many people aren’t aware that there was racism in the north as well as segregation. The difference between the north and the south is that the north wasn’t blatant with their racism, they used various tactics to further perpetuate segregation, and tactics to hide it as best as they could with laws and policies such as zoning, etc. Some people would even say that the racist south and some northern states mirrored one another. Media in the north and the south played a significant role in the conditioning of Americans to think that the north is better than the south. The discourse and language used in the north and south are different but is essentially the same racist ignorant language. 
In my final paper, I would like to discuss and analyze this false binary. I would like to point out segregation in public schools in the north, bussing, the Harlem nine, housing segregation, and many others, that will help highlight racism in the north and how it was enacted in northern states.


The sources that I will be using are:

Matthew Delmont “the origins of anti-busing politics”

Brian Purnell “taxation. Without sanitation is tyranny; civil rights struggles over garbage collection in Brooklyn”

Matthew Lassiter “De jure/de facto segregation: the long shadow of a national myth”

Adina Black “exposing the whole segregation myth: the Harlem nine and New York city’s desegregation battles”

Carol Anderson “burning brown to the ground”

Final Essay Assignment:  Due on Tuesday May 19 by 5:00.  This 5-7 page essay should be revised, edited and proofread.  You must draw on at least 5 sources from class for evidence.  I don’t want outside sources; I want to see what you can do with the readings from class.  Choose one of the following.  Make sure to have a clear argument that you lay out in your introduction, that your evidence clearly and systematically proves your argument and that your conclusion (1-2 paragraphs) lays out the significance of what you have shown.


you need to send me a draft of the first paragraph of your final essay, laying out your argument.  Remember I am looking for a clear, specific, compelling argument--the more specific the better because you will be able to make an interesting claim and really prove it using material from the course.  You will need to use five sources for the paper.  The point is not to try to make an argument that covers all the class readings but to zero in on some aspect of the movement, using a handful of readings, that has been misunderstood or missed or a false opposition that has been drawn in the popular version taught and celebrated about the civil rights movement.

  You want to think about why it matters that we have missed or misunderstood this point--in other words, what are the stakes or consequences in missing this aspect and what do we understand differently (about leadership or the goals of the movement or how it happened or the injustices it focused on) now that we see it?



1)  A number of our readings and class discussions have pointed out the false binaries, the false oppositions, that exist in popular understandings of the Black freedom struggle: North vs South.  Pick one of these binaries and write an essay outlining why it’s a false opposition, why people are invested it as an opposition (in other words, what is the effect, or political use, of casting it as opposites), how it’s false and the interconnections (or continuities) between them, and finally why it matters to see that it’s false.  In other words, what changes when we realize this?  (You are not making an argument that they are the same but why the opposition is false or what framing them as opposite misses. )



